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MAY 2020

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN! INDEED!
Dear Easter people:
EVERY YEAR NOT ONLY DO MANY CONFLATE LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND
EASTER, ignoring the powerful message of the loving sacrifice of our Savior on
Good Friday, but they miss the glories of the Resurrection of our Lord. Several
times recently before Easter I looked at so-called Easter décor items (because Bo
enjoys shopping in such stores and I was with her) as well as “Easter” cards. The
décor items had no reference to the real message of Easter (rabbits, eggs, and
chicks aren’t remotely appropriate symbols). The “religious” cards were vaguely about God providing
new life (spring) totally ignoring or even hinting at the Easter message.
BUT WITHOUT A RISEN LORD AND AN EMPTY TOMB we have nothing, at least nothing with any
transcendent and eternal significance! The Risen Christ is our assurance of victory over the powers
of death, doom, and despair. It is a message that includes but is not limited to the assurance of OUR
resurrection and our living face to face with God in his presence.
THE LITURGY OF THE CHURCH includes the profound acclamation – Christ the Lord is risen—He
is risen indeed. Alleluia! We acclaim that victory and its truth for our lives boldly not only at Easter,
not only during these 7 Sundays of the Easter season, but throughout our life and throughout the
year. Even if we did not gather physically, EASTER WAS NOT CANCELLED!
IN SPITE OF THE CHAOS, FEARS, AND ISOLATION OF THESE PAST WEEKS, we continue to
celebrate the Resurrection. And even with the UNCERTAINTY about actually resuming worship in
our sanctuary, the Easter message resonates in our hearts--and we can encourage each other that
“because HE lives, we can face tomorrow!” So, CALL SOMEONE TODAY, especially those who are
alone. Continue the “shelter at home” and “social distancing” of the past weeks as needed. Wash or
sanitize those hands again and again. Keep commending our needs to the Lord in PRAYER.
BLESSED EASTER. MAY ITS JOY EMPOWER YOU. Let’s share it again every Sunday as we are
able to gather for worship, fellowship, study, service, and outreach together. And please remember
to mail your offerings or do your giving online. It is especially important right now. Thanks.
P.S. Missing all of you!
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES
MAY 3
EASTER 4

MAY

2020

HEARING AND FOLLOWING THE SHEPHERD
[Psalm 23 and John 10: 1-10]
The Lord as our Shepherd comes to nurture, protect, and restore his sheep—to
nurture us with an abundant life with “a table prepared even before our
enemies”; to protect us from all evil (including the corruption of religious
leaders!), and, in his mercy, to rescue and restore the lost sheep. As we hear
his voice, we will willingly follow where he leads us, assured that the Shepherd
is trustworthy and has only our best interests at heart.

MAY 10
EASTER 5

AT HOME WITH GOD

MAY 17
EASTER 6

NEVER ALONE

MAY 24
ASCENSION
[OBSERVED]

AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND – FOR US!

MAY 31
PENTECOST

RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT—AND THEN…?

[1 Peter 2: 2-5 and John 14: 1-14]
Mother’s Day brings out thoughts about hearts and home. As we honor our
mothers, we also celebrate being “at home” with God, both now and in eternity.
Jesus goes to prepare a special place in the Father’s house. Even now we are
connected as a “spiritual house” where the Lord himself is present in love and
mercy. As those who are “newborn infants,” we will long for the pure spiritual
milk to grow in faith and love. After all, we “have tasted that the Lord is good.”
MOTHER’S DAY

[John 14: 15-21]
Jesus knew his disciples (including us) would feel abandoned and alone when
he returned to his eternal home. By the indwelling of the Spirit, by the constant
reminder of the Gospel message, by the ultimate truth of resurrection and
eternal life, we know that we are not orphans, not rejected, not doomed to
discouragement and death.

[Ephesians 1: 15-23; John 17: 1-11]
The lengthy “High Priestly Prayer” of Jesus in John 17, spoken while Jesus
was still among us, is still his prayer as he intercedes for us and for our
struggles. But Jesus not only prays for us, but he governs and rules all
things…not for himself and his glory, but for us!

[John 20: 19-23]
We commemorate and celebrate the wonderful life-giving work of the Spirit,
who empowers us with God’s forgiveness and peace.

LECTIONARY READINGS
Acts 2: 42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2: 19-25
John 10: 1-10

Acts 7: 55-60
Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2: 2-10
John 14: 1-14

Acts 17: 22-31
Psalm 66: 8-20
1 Peter 3: 13-22
John 14: 15-21

Acts 1: 1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1: 15-23
John 17: 1-11

Acts 2: 1-21
Psalm 104: 24-35
1 Corinthians 12: 3-13
John 20: 19-23

THE LECTIONARY READINGS above are provided to enrich your Sunday worship, whether or not
we are able to gather together. The message each Sunday is based on one or another of these
assigned readings.
PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED MAY WORSHIP EVENTS including Confirmation on May 3, Holy
Communion on May 3 and 31 and Music Sunday, May 17 may, unfortunately, be postponed. Please
check the church website, Facebook, or call the office for updates.

UPPER ROOM

devotion booklets for May/June are at church. Call 618 / 566.7311 (leave a message) or email the
church and we’ll make arrangements to get your copy to you or another person! Specify if it should be large print.
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CHRISTIAN RADIO

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE

During our “stay at home” time, Christian radio can be a
real encouragement in addition to the videos from St.
John or other churches.

Quarantine
COVID-19
It is what it is!
Shortages
Shaggy bi-colored hair
Social Distancing
Home School
No Graduation
Food Bank
NO CHURCH
Videoconferencing

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and
format. Some feature national broadcast preachers,
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel
music, some contemporary praise and worship.
FM
89.7
KQRC
91.5
KSIV Bott Broadcasting
99.1
KLJY Contemporary Christian
AM
630
KYFI Bible Broadcasting
850
KFUO Lutheran
1320
KSIV Bott Broadcasting

Face Masks
No Toilet Paper
Stay Indoors
No Prom
Waiting in lines
Hand Sanitizers

After reading all these phrases/words, are you feeling
pretty low?
Well, let's change that with this - THE TOMB IS EMPTY!
HE IS ALIVE!! ALLELUIA! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
Thank you for all your understanding during this very
trying time. We will be together real soon. We will
shake hands and give hugs. We will see smiles instead
of masks. Please know that we are here for you.

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of
Christian music and worship. Use the search to locate
specific preferences.

if you need anything, just give us a call!
Jesus is watching over us and keeping us safe in His
arms.

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC

Beth Miller

FELLOWSHIP -- PICNIC AHEAD!

Council President

VIRTUAL WORSHIP AT ST. JOHN

During this difficult time, it is important to remember that
we are not alone; God is always with us. We hope
everyone is doing their part to stay healthy and making
do. This is a wonderful opportunity to spend time with
loved ones, even if it means through phone calls, Zoom
meetings, Skype, or anyway we can to stay connected.
Here's something to look forward to--we are still planning
on having our church picnic on Sunday, September 13 at
Scheve Park!
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." Philippians
4:6-7
God's blessings from the Fellowship Ministry

While some churches are livestreaming their
services at the usual time, we are providing
a video Service of the Word and Prayer that
Pr. Hugh records prior to Sunday. Time in
the Word, to be nurtured and strengthened
by the Good News (Jesus Christ) is vital to our spiritual
life.
Unfortunately, we have also had to miss celebrating
Communion together. We are looking into possibilities
that will not violate the important “distancing” and “stay
home” guidelines that aim to protect all from the health
risks of the coronavirus.
PLEASE LET OTHERS KNOW about this worship
opportunity – many who do not have computers can
listen and watch on their smartphones! The video
gathering is on the church Facebook page and
website—
www.saintjohnucc.org

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY using
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a
landline number! We will honor the CDC guidelines.

YOUR ONGOING REGULAR FINANCIAL $UPPORT is
also critical for our church family. Note: Your Church
Council has kept our salaried staff on the payroll
through the end of May to avoid additional hardship
for them.

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.

If we walk with God, we will reach
our destination!

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not
hesitate to contact me 24/7. I am here for you as your
pastor and friend. Pr. Hugh
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

SUMMER ANTHEMS

As I sit down to write this article, I realize that many of
the Worship Services we were planning for have come
and gone – Fifth Dimension Sunday, Lenten Services,
Palm Sunday, Easter. I think and hope that although we
miss sitting in our pews on Sunday morning, we all
agree this was a necessary step to keep everyone safe.
I like to recall (Romans 8, verse 28 – We know that in
everything God works for good with those who love him,
who are called according to his purpose.)
Thank you to Pastor Hugh and Rachael for
all they have been doing to keep our St.
John family spiritually fed and informed
through the help of Facebook, our St. John
website, Zoom, and all other forms of contact
- by phone, notes, texts, etc. Even though we
couldn’t meet in the sanctuary, we know the
good Lord is working with us and through us.
Another thank you to Maddie Donovan who organized
the anthem (“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”) for Easter
Sunday with several members of the choir. We had
hoped to insert that into Pr. Hugh’s video, but ran into
technical problems. To abide by the social distancing
guidelines, each member did their own phone video and
sent them to Maddie who put it all together--the wonders
of technology! Thank you also to Darryl Stein for the
beautiful anthems during Pastor’s video Easter
message. St. John is so blessed to have such talent.
And one more thank you to Dave Tiedemann for taking
care of the lilies for Easter Sunday. After Pastor’s
message, they were placed outside with the Living
Flower Cross that Rachael arranged. Thanks, Rachael.
We look forward to seeing our St. John family again very
soon. Keep the faith as we know the Lord is with us as
we navigate through this very surreal time. We will get
through this. Stay safe and healthy!!
“Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with
joyful singing.” Psalm 100:2
Blessings,

SUMMER ANTHEMS – Our church is blessed with
many talented individuals and we would love that talent
to be shared during the summer months. Summer is
only a few months away and we will individuals or
ensembles performing anthems for the various Sundays
throughout June, July, August and early September. IF
YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS INTERESTED in
using your talent to praise the Lord and perform an
anthem in church this summer, contact Andrew
Renth in person or by phone at 618-402-2500. I
appreciate your time and consideration.

Karen Harris, Director

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!
AND WATCH FOR UPDATES
MASCOUTAH COMMUNITY VBS

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
DO YOU HAVE A CHILD INTERESTED IN
SINGING? We are hoping to start a children's choir!
The group would practice several weeks before singing
during church services, not have a regular weekly
practice. All ages would be welcome! We are also
looking for several adults that would be willing to help
oversee the group. Please contact the church office or
Rachael if you and your child(ren) are interested! Thank
you. --Worship Ministry

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE.
An individual has sewn face masks available if you are in
need or know someone that is in need. Please contact
Rachael at 618-719-9702.

THANK YOU – FOOD PANTRY
On behalf of the Concerned Christians, a big thank you
to everyone who supported the Easter-Lenten Food
Drive. With the generous donations of St. John and
other community members, the Food Pantry has been
able to continue to serve the Mascoutah community
during this COVID-19 Pandemic. The
Food Pantry volunteers have taken all
precautions to keep both volunteers
and families safe during this time.
Currently the Food Pantry serves an
average of 70 families a month.

JUNE 22-26, 2020 8:45 am-12:00 pm
MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Your continued support of both food
and monetary donations is greatly appreciated.
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Rachael’s Repor
So many changes have happened since I last sat down to write my monthly report. Wow. As you reflect over the last
month, what has changed for the worse and for the better? What will you change and what will you not change since
all of this has happened?
I have spent a great deal of time in my yard. Some of it has been spent on
projects or maintenance, but without this quarantine, I wouldn’t have spent so
much time outdoors. I walk through my yard almost every day, noticing new
plants, sprouts and buds that I would not have had time to spot before. I think
this has been one of my “quarantine gifts”. Taking the time to breathe and
notice. I don’t always take time to breathe and notice.
I know God is right next to us as we muddle through all of this. I know He is
with our healthcare workers and next to our leaders making decisions. I
know He guides our children’s teachers, grocery workers and the many essential workers that are spending tireless hours.
I know God is next to us when we worry, when we are in need, when we are scared and when we feel defeated.
As we continue in the next weeks or more, let us be reminded of Hebrews 10:19-25, a call to persevere in faith with a
fresh new eye and understanding.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by
a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess,for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Looking forward to that Day and to the day when we can all meet together.
If I can help you in any way, please contact me: 618-719-9702 or rachael.bearth@gmail.com.
My cell # (618) 719-9702
My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com

Blessings,

Rachael ☺

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY
NEEDS FOR MAY

ENCOURAGING SCRIPTURE –
If you have a Bible verse that is helpful, email Pr. Hugh
(pastor.hugh@saintjohnucc.org) and he will get it onto
the church website to encourage others/

Instant Oatmeal, Egg Noodles,
Spaghetti, Fettuccine or Alfredo Sauce,
Pkg Rice Sides, Mashed Potatoes,
Hamburger Helper, Baked Beans
Sloppy Joe Sauce, Corned Beef Hash,
Taco Kits, Canned Fruit, Laundry Detergent,
Toothbrushes (adult and children), Toothpaste,
Facial Tissues, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper

---------------return to the church office----------------------

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE

THE NEEDS ARE GREAT -- SO YOUR
ONGOING DONATIONS ARE VERY
IMPORTANT to provide for those who are
needy in our community. Thank you for
your kindness and generosity.

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter
online (email link) in a beautiful color format! Please
provide the church office your email address (not
shared)

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD
PANTRY Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am12 pm [for now, not at church]

NAME: ______________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS:

_________________________
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DEATHS

HEARTS IN SERVICE
MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS
ARE HERE FOR YOU

WAYNE M. LAQUET, 61, of
Mascoutah, passed away March 3
at Barnes Jewish Hospital. Wayne
is survived by his wife, Marcia
(Patterson) and three step children
Donald Schmeiderer, Kami (Rick)
Barriger and Andrew (Andrea)
Parker; his mother, Rosalie
(Wombacher) LaQuet; his motherin-law, Bobbye Patterson; two
sisters-in-law, Donna (Bill) Snowden and Melinda (Chip)
Etling, five grandchildren; two brothers and two sisters;.
A Memorial service will be held later due to COVID-19.

We did not meet in March due to COVID-19 “shelter in
place” policy. However, I did ask for any activity be
reported via text, email, and phone.
H.I.S. activity reported for March is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

MICHAEL G. RODICK, 73, passed away March 9, 2020
in Creve Coeur Missouri. Mike had been living in Florida
for a number of years. He is survived by his daughter,
Sadie (Jim) Smith and son, Jacob (Karen) Rodick; three
grandchildren; his partner, Cynthia Flynn; a brother,
Philip (Betsy) Rodick and the mother of his children,
Cathy Lanter Shannon. A memorial service will be held
at a future date at St. John Church with Pastor Fitz
officiating.

Tentatively, next check-in will be May 18th at 7:00 pm
(This depends upon COVID-19 situation). (Normal
meeting date is the 4th Monday, however, meeting date
moved up a week because of Memorial Day).
The current COVID-19 pandemic has most of us
anxious, but God knows what’s best for us. We often
find ourselves saying: “God, I don’t understand what
you’re doing” or; “God, I don’t understand why you’re
having me do this or go through this.” We find ourselves
wondering why God hasn’t answered our prayers the
way we thought He would. We may not be able to see
the end of the race, but God does. He knows all of it.
When you put your trust in the Lord, you can run with
endurance the race set before you because God knows
your path.

WILLIAM G. KASEBERG, 75, of Edwardsville, passed
away March 27. He was the brother of Katie (Bob)
Nelson.
FLORENCE R. LICKENBROCK, 88 of St. Libory died
April 6. She was the sister of Gladys Seering.
TREVOR N. DICKHAUT, 18 of Mascoutah passed away
April 12. Trevor is survived by his parents, Nick A. and
Kimberly S., nee Colburn, Dickhaut of Mascoutah, IL;
sister, Paige Dickhaut; paternal grandmother, Carolyn
Dickhaut of Mascoutah, IL; an uncle, Brian (Tracie)
Dickhaut of Mascoutah, IL; and a cousin, Heather
Gramm. There was a drive-up condolence service from
2 to 4 PM Saturday, April 18th on the Mascoutah High
School north parking lot. A Memorial Service will be
held later.

We have to put our trust in our Heavenly Father knowing
that He knows what is best for us. We need to seek His
guidance and wisdom; then we have to listen to Him.
“…let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us…” (Hebrews 12:1)
Blessings,
Sabia Hinkle, Director

WATCHING OUR FIGURES – MARCH
Sunday Worship
8:00 am 10:30 am
89
106
72
81
61
68

Cards sent: 43
Phone contacts: 18
Texts: 9
Hospital visit: 1
Baskets: 2 (1) bereavement; (1) baby
and 3 stuffed dogs to big brother

PILLOWCASE PARTY -- THANKS

Sunday School

We exceeded our goal! The Pillowcase Party on
February 29 was a huge success. 40 people came to
help and at the end of the day, more than 130
pillowcases were finished – all from donated fabric. The
Happy Quilters also received monetary donations to
purchase pillows and fleece so that each child at
KinderCottage will receive not only a pillowcase but a
pillow and a blanket. The Happy Quilters want to say
“bless you” to everyone who came to help, as well as
those who donated fabric and money to support this
mission.

Mar 1
53 (26 children, 27 adults)
Mar 8
68 (31 children, 37 adults)
Mar 15
35 (15 children, 20 adults)
Mar 22
( children, adults)
Mar 29
( children, adults)
Ash Wednesday, Feb 26 – 127 (33 + 94)
Wednesday Lenten Service – March 4 – 80
Wednesday Lenten Service – March 11 -- 71
Wednesday Lenten Service – March 18 -- 35
Wednesday Lenten Service – March 25 –
Average March Worship Attendance –
Average March S.S. Attendance –

These will be delivered to KinderCottage when the virus
crisis subsides.
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ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (APRIL)
April

9
10
11
16
16
21
30

Betty Long
Jack Klopmeyer
Norman Engelman
Violet Welzbacher
Kathryn Ganschinietz
Kathy Morio
Gladys Seering

82 years
88 years
82 years
88 years
87 years
80 years
84 years

1227 Winding Oaks Lane, Mascoutah
504 N. Jefferson
10655 Fournie Lane
449 S. Railway
105 St. Christopher Court
301 W. Poplar
179 St. Christopher Court

ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (MAY)
May 11

Dorothy Renth

84 years

11701 Fuesser Rd

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (APRIL)
April

8
9
12
13
16
17
17
24
26
29

Bill and Michelle Faust
Chip and Melinda Etling Jr.
Tom and Cathy Klingelhoefer
Christopher and Kelly Wambold
Russell and Kathleen Renth
Dennis and Christine Schuetz
Brian and Tiffany Sherman
Don and Jane Grodeon
Bob and Katie Nelson
Ben and Carol Rasch

48 years
26 years
45 years
24 years
37 years
27 years
21 years
44 years
45 years
59 years

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (MAY)
May

3
10
12
12
17
20
20
20
22

Jerry & Sylvia Daugherty
Leigh & Kurt Gardner
Bruce & Gail Owen
Janis & Steve Beimfohr
Larry & Sue Mathews
Laura & Thomas Jewett
Steven & Mary Rhodes
Janis & Donald Stinson
Daniel & Carol Roth

62 years
23 years
48 years
36 years
52 years
25 years
36 years
20 years
55 years

May 22
24
25
26
28
29
29
29
31

Bruce & Donna Vai
Brian & Angela Schlichter
Jim & Eileen Kuehn
Lisa & Stephen McKenna
Darrell & Shelby Jung
Rick & Laura Blanchard
Phil & Christy Suemnicht
Norm & Sandy Ballas
Darryl & Helene Seibert

43 years
23 years
36 years
30 years
32 years
21 years
21 years
29 years
40 years

(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing? We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding
anniversaries of 20 years or more. Please let the church office know so we can update our records. Thank you!)

FEBRUARY 2020
Financial $ummary
General Fund Receipts
General Fund Expenses
Receipts minus Expenses
Receipts minus Expenses
(Year to Date)

MARCH 2020
Financial $ummary

$ 20,838.00
$ 32,518.00
$-11,680.00
$-23,217.00

General Fund Receipts
General Fund Expenses
Receipts minus Expenses
Receipts minus Expenses
(Year to Date)

As God has blessed, your financial
gifts will help us reduce our deficit

$ 37,002.00
$ 33,223.00
$ 3,779.00
$-19,438.00

Cheerful giving comes from a
Christ-filled heart
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED
Those who are ill appreciate your prayers. If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring
church family. We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another.
Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all:
The families of Wayne LaQuet, Mike Rodick and
Trevor Dickhaut; Bob Detering, Charlene
Underwood, Bud Sandheinrich, Florence Wagner, Kathy Kimmle, Christine
Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Judy Watschinger, Ed Grubaugh,
Jeanette Schroeder, Viola Vogel, Dale Vogel, Shelly Rehkemper, Kris Fricke,
Tim and Sandy Ritter, Ursula Klapetzky, Myron Potthast, Bill Layman,
Grayson Roemer, Rich Joellenbeck, Joann Manning, Jean Ann Manning,
Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Danny Schrempp, Ryan, Zach Matthews,
Michael Daugherty, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel, Debbie Woodrum, Everett
Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Joan Loucks, Charlie Knoth, Rylie
McLeod, Fred Davis, Mary Ann Krummrich, Shirley Dickhaut, Michael
Engelman, Linda Shofner, Carol Seibert, Alexandra Green, Skye and
Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, Maren Poettker, Adam Shofner, Barbara
Emig, Mark Wilhelm, Tiffany Sherman, Ruth Ann Erwin, Cindy Cahill,
Camryn Belcher, Loraine Yarber, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky,
Ray Carr, Larry Mathews, Diana Walker, Julia Burgard, Hudson and Mason,
Bruce Owen, Dorothy Renth, Peg Ratliff, David Endsley, Jordan Knipp,
Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Dorothy Larson, Robert Schlecht, Kelle
Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Rich Dawson, Mary Richter,
Debbie Hoercher, Brent and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary Cooper, Rita Wilhelm,
Alivia, Matthew Riester, Jerry Caliper, Alice Bushue, Doris Sailer, Shorty
Groff, Vernon Andres, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew Seitz,
Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos, Pat Bleisch, Peyton, Nora and Owen Larson,
Sharon Fournie, Kyle Kolander, Danette Barttelbort, Carmelita Sensel, Brian
Moll, Jenny Cagle, Roger Middendorf, Paul Schanz, Debbie Gross, Travis
Grubaugh, Charles Harris, Betty Hill, Linda Harris, Trent, Jennifer Crum, Mary
Kay Webb, Dolly Browder, Bob Welker, Ned and Dorothy Meyer, Louise
Franke, Lena Kaczur, Merv Winters, Jon Edd, Alana Fanous, Dean Roehrig,
John Mehaffey, Carol Simpson, Laura Lemke, Wanda Sigman, Matthew,
Brian Dawson, Julie Ringhofer, Lennie Roy, Natasha Jarden, Kaitlyn, Dave
Schlueter, Steve Patrick, Lonnie Ostrom, Ann Graul, Lisa Fredrick, Randy
Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Dan Wombacher, Linda Eckerman, Alan Snowden,
Crystal Huber, Chris Cagle, Greg Weber, Joshua, David Long, congregations
with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather Ploesser, Michelle Detering,
Margaret Oltmann, Barbara Farrero, Andy Kuehn, Steve Jolly, Nursing
Home/Homebound, those seeking employment, caregivers.

Nursing Homes and Rehab
Centers
Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Paul Knipp, Esther
Grodeon
Freeburg Care Center, 746 Urbanna Dr, Freeburg 62243 – Viola
Vogel
Aperion Care Center, 901 N. 10th Street – June Riess
Cedar Ridge of Lebanon, 1 Perryman Street, Lebanon 62254 – Elsie
Kebel
Homebound Persons
Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are
limited. Please keep in touch with them.
Barbara Emig
Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz
Warren and Bobbie Klingel
Marilyn Lamb
Bruce Owen
Mary Richter
Judy Watschinger
Ruby and Loraine Yarber
Clarence Vogel
Jeanette Zinck
Peg Ratliff
If there are others, please let the church office and
Pastor know – our goal is to include them with a DVD of
the Sunday services and visits with Communion.
IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the
church office and Pastor know – our
goal is to resume providing a DVD of the
Sunday services and visits with
Communion. Meanwhile, if possible,
steer them to the website and Facebook
for a weekly video of worship (Service of
the Word and Prayer).

In addition, the following persons are in nursing
care/retirement/assisted living center facilities. St.
John Family – visit these folks as you are able, pray for
them, and assist them and their families as you can. If
you have an hour or two, why not visit them – they
appreciate the visits.
Assisted Living Centers:
Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane,
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long, Dorothy Larson
Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL
62221–Betty Wager
Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL 62298—Janet
Heberer
Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL 62269 – Terry
Kissel
Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Vernon
Andres, # 103; Laverne Bischoff, # 12; Eunice Wahl, # 122;
Keith and Donna Grodeon (independent living). Maurice and
Barbara Hill, #30

ABOUT STUFF YOU DON’T NEED
BEFORE YOU DROP OFF ITEMS THAT MIGHT BE
USEFUL AT CHURCH, please check with the church
office or church staff to make sure the item is actually
something useful. We have had too many things left
with good intentions that are not helpful for our programs
and Ministries and organizations. These items would be
better taken to Goodwill or to the Salvation Army or
another charity’s retail operation.
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IMPORTANT FINANCIAL UPDATE

A NOTE OF THANKS

We are now well over a month into the “Stay at Home”
order which is impacting the life of the Church in many
ways. We will not fully understand the impact of this
until we are able to resume our normal activities. We
should have a different view on things after this is over
and after a new normal is established.

I would like to thank Pastor Fitz, the St. John staff and all
of the people who showered us with love, friendship and
donations in memory of Bob. The funeral committee did
an excellent job in preparing the luncheon and the food
supplied by members and friends was delicious. Our
friends and family from out of town raved about the
service and luncheon. Bob would have been
overwhelmed. Words cannot express our gratitude.

I am extremely proud
to say that our receipts
for March exceeded
our disbursements and
we ended the month
with a $3,779 surplus.
The receipts were $37,002 versus disbursements of
$33,223. However our year to date deficit is $19,438.
We still need to be mindful of our financial commitment
to the Church even as the COVID-19 virus changes our
lives. I am extremely proud of our Church during the
past few weeks of this pandemic. Our faith in Christ will
see us through anything that comes our way.

Dot Maschal and family

DURING ALL THE UNCERTAINTY…
ALREADY
HAVING
CANCELED
SEVERAL
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS including our Holy Week and
Easter worship gatherings (we still worshipped!), our
annual Quilt Show, most of our classes, fellowship,
quilting, and youth activities, it is heart-breaking not to be
sure if future plans will be implemented or if they will be
modified. These include

Kent Schroeder, Director of Stewardship Ministry

WE ARE GRATEFUL…
During this surreal shutdown, we give thanks for special
work done in the name of Jesus—
 Dave and Lisa Tiedemann who transferred Easter
lilies from the florist to the sanctuary for the Easter
worship video and moved them outdoors on Easter
Day for the flower cross with church bells video on
Facebook;
 Karen Harris who delivered the Easter lilies to a
number of shut-ins;
 Helene Seibert and Rachael Bearth who arranged
the Easter flower cross on the
outside steps and all who
contributed flowers (see page
10 or see our Facebook page);
 Rachael Bearth and Rhonda
Ross
who
have
been
distributing weekend meals for
pick up at church to families in need;
 Bo Fitz who has been recording Pr. Hugh’s
messages weekly (March 29 onward) and Dennis
Wetzler who recorded March 22;
 Maddie Donovan who prepared the choir Easter
video. Unfortunately, we could not incorporate it into
Pastor’s Easter message video;
 all who have continued their faithful support of our
church with their financial tithes and offerings even
while we have not gathered for worship. Because
the office is not consistently open, mailing or online
banking or giving are better options.

•

MOTHER’S DAY (May 10)

•

MUSIC SUNDAY (May 17)

•

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (June 22-26)

•

MISSION TRIP (July)

•

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM

PLEASE WATCH FOR UPDATES to see where you
can serve or participate. We’ll do what we can.

MEANWHILE,
IT
IS
CRITICALLY
IMPORTANT THAT EACH OF US:
❖ find time for the Word of the Lord to encourage
us in our struggles and fears.
❖ maintain social (physical) distance and that
includes not having family or friends together, not
even on Mother’s Day! Any of us could be
carrying the virus! Stay at home! Watch the kids!
❖ continue to sanitize and wash hands, wipe down
surfaces and groceries we bring into our homes,
even produce (doctors’ recommendations).
❖ use a face mask, not so much to protect
ourselves, but to avoid possible spread of the
Covid-19 virus to others.
❖ reach out to others by phone, video conference,
cards, etc. and to meet any needs. No one
should be kept isolated! As a church family, we
need to be here for each other.
❖ continue to support local and other efforts to
meet human need at this difficult time.
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MAY CALENDAR

EASTER FLOWER CROSS 2020

THE CALENDAR IS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN THIS
NEWSLETTER because we are not sure which, if any,
of the church events will happen. We are including the
schedule for Meals on Wheels (continuing) and those
who will serve (if we can resume worship services) and
will provide an updated information online.

COULD THIS BE GOD’S WAY OF
DEALING WITH A WAYWARD PEOPLE
WHO…
o
o
o
o

o

2020 GRADUATES…

o

Your St. John Church family wants to recognize and give
thanks to God for you. Please get information to
Rachael about your graduation, future plans, honors,
living arrangements, etc. Thanks.

have worshipped athletes and made sports a
religion?
have worshipped musicians and actors and made
auditoriums and theaters a sanctuary?
have worshipped financial wealth and made the
economy (now distressed) a source of confidence?
have worshipped busyness and made their
calendars and those activities life’s meaning and
purpose?
have worshipped church buildings and organizations
and made them, not the Gospel, the mission?
have worshipped the children and served them more
than God and made them the heart of each family?

WILL WE GROW IN CHRIST AND HIS MERCY
BECAUSE OF THIS CRISIS to be stronger in love for
God and real outreach, concern, and love for others?
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SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS
May

7
14
21
28

EastWest-Linda Juenger
East-Jack Klopmeyer
West-Charlotte Schifferdecker
East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer
West-Dan Dietz
East-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper
West-Sue Wagner

Third-Dot Maschal
Third-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper
ThirdThird-Rosie Taylor / Sue Nichols

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
+8:00 am
May

3
10
17
24
31

++10:30 am

+Harry Friederich
+Myron Renth
No 8:00 am service
+David Tiedemann
+Dale Schuetz

BELL RINGERS
++John Harris III
++Josh Layman
++Clint Jackson
++Darryl Seibert
++Lou & Nancy Schubert

May

3
10
17
24
31

+Mark Pruett
+Len Wolf
No 8:00 am service
+Becky Riester
+

SOUND SYSTEM
++Clint Jackson
++Kevin Endrijaitis
++Kevin Endrijaitis
++Bruce Bergheger
++Phil Krieg

May

3
10
17
24
31

+Tim & Linda Boyce
+John & Lynnette Hinkle
No 8:00 am service
+Brian & Donna Forsyth
+Len & Mary Wolf

HEAD USHERS
++Lou & Nancy Schubert
++Robert Zerkle
++John Harris III
++Jessica Moore
++Darryl Seibert

May

3 Harry Friederich
10 Clint Jackson
17 Dennis Wetzler

May

3 +Suzy Friederich
10 +Beth Miller
17 No 8:00 am service
24 +Sarah Wilhelm
31 +Marion Rud

May

3
10
17
24
31

+
+
+
+
+

May

3
10
17
24
31

+Alyssa Benson
+Katy Lowrance
No 8:00 am service
+Alex Amburgey
+Grace Bearth

May 3
10
17

Beth Potratz
Rachael Bearth
No Children’s Church

VIDEOGRAPHERS
May
24 Jim Kuehn
31 Dennis Wetzler
LITURGISTS
++Maddie Donovan
++Cindy Layman
++John Harris III
++Larry Wesselman
++Anna Reese
GREETERS
++
++
++
++
++
ACOLYTES
++Ava Moore
++Jack Schuetz
++Lana Knoebel
++Ava Moore
++Jen Hosler
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
May
24 Charlotte Schifferdecker
24 Sharon Hosler

NURSERY-- Sundays 7:45 – 11:45 am April Hawley and Mackenzie Barttelbort.

Volunteer assistants are welcome
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